
 

PARISH MINISTRIES 
Circle I:  

Wanita Hulett, Pres. 
785-238-8656 

Circle IV: 
Beverly Boller, Pres. 
785-477-4903 

Prayer Chain: 
Frannie Torrez 
only1franniet@yahoo.com  
915-497-4570 
Living Water Ministries: 

Sandy Leistner 
Kurtandsandy@outlook.com 
Respect Life Ministry: 

Janet Hahn 
gunsmith@twinvalley.net 

CALLED: 
Cayley Sutton 
785-307-4164 

HS SPARK: 
Sharon Engstrom 
785-210-7729 
engstromstx@gmail.com 

JR CYO: 
Amber Davis 
amber@saintxparish.org 

LITURGICAL  
COORDINATORS 

 
EMHC/Ushers/Altar Servers/ 
Gift Bearers 

Cathy Striggow 
cathy.striggow@gmail.com 

 
Lectors 

Susan Kamphaus 
skamp50@cox.net 

 
Arts and Environmental 

Ellie Dillon  (Weddings) 
   ellie.dillon@ymail.com 
Ellen Westerhaus (Funerals, etc) 

    jwesty1@cox.net 
 

Music 

Katie Wiley (Scheduling) 
wileyk@saintxrams.org 

Rosary Group  

Colleen Henney   785-238-2618 
 

Adoration 
Dahlia Bowen         785-226-6617 

PARISH OFFICE 
STAFF 
Pastor 

Father Kerry Ninemire 
pastorknine@saintxparish.org 
 

Deacon 
Deacon Ed Souza 
edsouza5861@gmail.com 

 
Parish Secretary 

Annemarie Charland 
office@saintxparish.org  
785-238-2998 

 
Evangelization  
Coordinator 

Amber Davis 
amber@saintxparish.org 

 
Administrative Assistant 
Carol Tomson 
Business-   
admin@saintxrams.org 

COUNCILS 
 

Parish Council 
Don Haffner, President 
dahaffner@cox.net 

 
Finance Council 

Bill Cook, President 
wjc215@cox.net 
785-307-0853 
 

School Council 
Amanda Fields, President 
 fields@saintxrams.org 
 
Knights of Columbus 

Grand Knight:   
Josh Lichtensteiger 
joshualick07@gmail.com 
 
 Boy Scout Troop 41: 

bsatroop41@cox.net  
785-210-5568 

HOLY MASS 
Saturday:  Vigil Mass at 5:15  pm 
Sunday:  8:00, 9:30 and 11:00 am 
Weekdays:  Tues & Wed - 5:30 pm 
     Thurs - 8:00 am      Fri - 8:30 am 
 

These are our regular Mass times.  Please refer 
to daily Mass schedule inside on Page 2 for any 

changes to Mass times for this week. 
 

ADORATION OF THE  
BLESSED SACRAMENT 

Tuesday: 6:00 pm Tues - 1:00 am Wed  
Thursday: 8:30 am to 8:00 pm 
Friday:  9:00 am to 2:00 pm 
First Saturday:  8:30 am to 12:00 pm 
 

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE 
Tuesday:  6:00 pm following Mass 
Friday:  9:00 am following Mass 
Saturday:  4:00 - 5:00 pm 
 

You may also contact the Parish Office to set an 
individual appointment with Father. 

    218 N. Washington St., Junction City KS  66441             200 N. Washington St., Junction City KS  66441 
    Parish Office 785-238-2998   www.saintxparish.org    School Office: 785-238-2841  www.saintxrams.org 

S T . F R A NC I S  X AV I E R P
We are home for the Roman Catholic family of Geary County,  

forming missionary disciples according to the  

Eucharistic Heart of Jesus Christ.  

First Sunday of Lent 
March 9, 2025 



 

ÖSˉncˢiˑʦ y˛ˤrɽʮlʏ, Sˉncˢiˑʦ 
soˌɰeˢʦ.×  Sʠ. Frˉnˌiʟ Xˉ˥ɰˏʞ 

PARISH WEEKLY CALENDAR                            

Date Liturgy Times Mass Intention Parish Events  

Sunday 09 
March 2025 

8:00 am 
9:30 am 
11:00 am 
3:30 pm 

Holy Mass 
Holy Mass 
Holy Mass 
Santa Misa 

À Jerry Frakes 
À Jackie Hecker 
Pro populo 

Bible Study, 9:30 am, Bldg C Room 239 
OCIA, 1:00 pm, Bldg C Room 239 
Confesiones 3:00 pm 

Monday 
10 Mar 2025 

 No Mass  Boy Scout mtg, 7:00 pm, Bldg C 

Tuesday 
11 Mar 2025 

5:30 pm Holy Mass Michael Copenhaver Stations of the Cross 6:00 pm 
Soup Dinner 6:30-8:00 pm, Bldg C basement 
Adoration 6:00 pm to 1:00 am Wed 

Wednesday  
12 Mar 2025 

10:30 am  
 
5:30 pm 

Mass at 
Valley View 
Holy Mass 

À John Dowling 
 
À Steve Matthews 

Religious Ed, 6:30 pm, Bldg C 
Adult Choir Practice 6:00 pm 
St. Xavier Menôs Group, 6:30 pm, OLPH 

Thursday 
13 Mar 2025 

8:00 am Holy Mass À Judy Rosa Menôs SOS, 6:15 am, KofC Hall 
Adoration 8:30 am to 8:00 pm 
Circle IV, OLPH, 7:00 pm 

 Friday 
14 Mar 2025 

8:30 am Holy Mass À Wallace Ramsden Womenôs Prayer Group via zoom, 6:30 am 
Stations of the Cross with school, 3:00 pm 
Adoration 9:00 am to 2:00 pm 

Saturday 
15 Mar 2025 

5:15 pm Holy Mass À Gordon Kinney Confessions, 4:00-5:00 pm 

Sunday 
16 Mar 2025 

8:00 am 
9:30 am 
11:00 am 
3:30 pm 

Holy Mass 
Holy Mass 
Holy Mass 
Santa Misa 

À Chuck Kiser 
Pro populo 
Tiffany Escobar 

Bible Study, 9:30 am, Bldg C Room 239 
OCIA, 1:00 pm, Bldg C Room 239 
Confesiones 3:00 pm 

PMR - Parish meeting room          OLPH - Our Lady of  
À - Deceased                                     Perpetual Help Room 

From the Pastorôs Desk: 
RICE BOWLS: 
     During Lent, we distribute the Rice Bowls.  These are a  
wonderful way to combine the three-fold task of Lent: prayer,  
fasting and almsgiving (giving to help those with less).  The idea is 
to choose one meal a week to eat less, put the money you save by  
eating less into the Rice Bowl, and then pray for those who  
benefit.  In our diocese, one-third of the money will be distributed to 
food banks across the diocese.  Two-thirds will be sent on to benefit 
world-wide Catholic Relief Services.   
     To summarize this, I like the quote from St. Peter Chrisologus, 
who lives around the year 400: 
ñThere are three things, my brethren, by which faith stands firm,  
devotion remains constant, and virtue endures. They are prayer,  
fasting, and mercy. Prayer knocks at the door, fasting obtains, mercy  
receives. Prayer, mercy, and fasting: these three are one, and they 
give life to each other. 
     Fasting is the soul of prayer; mercy is the lifeblood of fasting. Let 
no one try to separate them; they cannot be separated. If you have 
only one of them or not all together, you have nothing. So, if you 
pray, fast; if you fast, show mercy; if you want your petition to be 
heard, hear the petition of others. If you do not close your ear to  
others, you open Godôs ear to yourself.ò 
          Fr. Kerry Ninemire 



 

If ever you miss Mass 
due to weather or being 
out of town, please feel 
comfortable to include 
the absent weekôs tithing 
in the collections the 
following week.  

 
 

 

Amount needed to meet our Mar 2025 Parish  
operating budget (24-25 FY)                      $50,000.00** 
Mar Tithing/Offering collections to date    $14,770.00 
Amount needed to meet budget         $35,230.00 
 

Mar 2025 G&D collected to date .ééé..$3,363.50 
** - This amount is determined by the Parish Finance Council.  It is 
based on the annual cost of Parish operations. 
 

Thank you for the privilege of your 
generosity and support! 

Giving Dollars 

Online Giving  $662.00 

Envelopes/loose check/cash $14,063.00 

Childrenôs Tithing $0.00 

Ash Wednesday $45.00 

Total for 01/02 Mar $14,770.00 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS LEADER: 

Father Kerry Ninemire 

SOUP SUPPER            
PROVIDERS: 

Circle I and CALLED 

Ladies, mark your  
calendars for the 
19th annual Womenôs 
Conference set for 
April 5, 2025 in  
Manhattan, KS. This 
year Kathy Coffey will 

be our presenter. Her topic is ñThe Genius of 
Jesus: The World of Women. Check out the  
brochure at https://bit.ly/
WomSpConfBroch25 This conference is  
sponsored jointly by Seven Dolors Catholic 
Women and St. Thomas More Ladies. Come 
spend the day with us. You can sign up online 
at: Register: https://bit.ly/WomSpConf25. 

 

Daylight Savings Time  
Begins this Sunday at 2:00 
am (which will become 
3:00 am)! Donôt forget to 
set your clocks ahead one 
hour so youôre not late for 

Mass! 

Have you heard? Becoming an Associate of the Congregation of Sisters of St Joseph (CSJ) of Concordia, KS might be 
an answer to a call for a deeper connection to your faith with our religious community. Our work is centered on the 
charism of an ever-increasing love for God and serving our dear neighbor without distinction. The Associate program 
offers opportunities for men and women, married or single, to join the mission of union-ing love and service with the 
Sisters of St. Joseph. You can learn more about our community by exploring our website: csjkansas.org. An area CSJ 
Associate team member would be glad to visit with you personally to explore your interest in learning more about our 
Associateôs program. Feel free to contact Catherine Seitz of Manhattan, KS by email at seitzc34@gmail.com. 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2FWomSpConfBroch25%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR0SCFqevWJlmc13fr13jjSxEep6oGhK61YZtYrfFoB1Yc03B79TIdNbD4M_aem_VAqfsoBZsiVBBDyYfH1wbw&h=AT2X-Bpc0nIFtHYSiCa6FcaNTB5ihP98gkMqgL0M1xBmPDltYyMvPUeqcsBI7TcFOM8GZC
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2FWomSpConfBroch25%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR0SCFqevWJlmc13fr13jjSxEep6oGhK61YZtYrfFoB1Yc03B79TIdNbD4M_aem_VAqfsoBZsiVBBDyYfH1wbw&h=AT2X-Bpc0nIFtHYSiCa6FcaNTB5ihP98gkMqgL0M1xBmPDltYyMvPUeqcsBI7TcFOM8GZC
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2FWomSpConf25%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR3H0UVrnMDwx6-Sm7JXKCU0_7FZjEXrvtbAoR4LH6rN2jyh7jHfeABUoXs_aem_0A1FFenzGGW6RylwDN28fw&h=AT3HYT4qpeWM9gdBJtHEZkXaqM7Ihjyikb59kLNcsIM2iTUwChu0RPLoOH7ZdFSs2JDc_TtVirA


 
 
 
 
 
 
- Knight of the Month- Pat Beavers 
- Family of the Month- Phil Diestelkamp Family 
- 50/50 was won by Tracy Schmidt and donated to 
Pennies from Heaven 
- Progressive Pot had Anthony Bohl's name pulled, 
but he was not present to win.  
 
Thanks to all of you who braved the weather to 
come to our Fat Tuesday Jambalaya Feed. We  
appreciate it. Look for information on our upcoming 
Fish Fries on Fridays during Lent.  
 
We will be holding a Knight recruiting weekend on 
the weekend of March 15th and 16th as part of 
Bishop Vincke's appeal for more practical Catholic 
men to join the Knights of Columbus.   

40 FOR 40 FOOD DRIVE 
Please join the Knights of Columbus in this yearôs 40 
for 40 food drive. The food donated will go to the Geary 
County Food Pantry. Our goal as a parish is to collect 40 
items of food total. Any non-perishable items are  
welcome, but below is the list of most needed items. 

-Cereal 
-Pancake mix 

-Pasta noodles and pasta sauce 
-Canned meat (tuna, chicken, spam, etc.) 

-Baked beans 
-Peanut butter 

-Jelly 
Please leave your food at the back of the church, or call 
John Hagerty at 785-209-1996 for pick up. 

USHERS NEEDED 
Ushers are needed for all weekend 
Masses. These lovely faces are who 
greet and welcome each person who 
walks into the church. The training is 
very simple, and can be done in a 
quick session with Cathy Striggow at a 
time and day that is convenient for 
you. Interested? Email Cathy at 
cathy.striggow@gmail.com. 

**This is a great way for couples to be stewards of 
Christ as a team. 

 

Pray: 
Our Father 
3 Hail Marys 
Glory Be 



3/12 - Class/Adoration/ 
 Reconciliation 
3/19 - NO CLASS SPRING  
 BREAK 
3/26 - Class/1st Communion  
 Retreat 
4/2 - Class 
 
If you are interested in becoming a volunteer  
Catechist for Religious Education program, please 
contact Amber at the Parish Office at 785-238-2998. 

 

OUR LADY OF FATIMA  
If you are interested in hosting the statue 
of Our Lady of Fatima for a week, please 
contact Colleen Henney at 785-238-2618. 
Schedule: 
3/9 - Ricardo and Yvonne Gutierrez 
3/16 - Charland Family 
3/23 - Colleen Henney 
3/30 - Sr. DJ and Diane Ussery 

CALLEDôs Bible Study group meets in 
the OLPH. This study explores the entire-
ty of Jesusô life. CALLED is a group for 
Young Adults (over the age of 18) to 
gather for faith formation, to serve our 
community in fellowship. To join, please 
contact Cayley at 785-307-4164. We hope 
you join us! 

March 20 
April 3 

Called is in search of volunteers for child-
care during our meetings. Please message 

   Cayley to help! 

Please pray for the needs and 
intentions of the  
following: 
 

Buz Bruzina     Jane Cleveland  Tiffany Escobar 
Laura Sutter     Mary Baker       Julie Taylor       
Marty Perta       Rita Jenkins       Louisa Compi      
Linda Pollock    Josyl Ogo         Michael Copenhaver 
Judith Wilson    Francis Jones     Pat Dolan 
Cruz Raymond Marinelli 
 

If you have anyone you would like the parish to pray 
for, please call the office at 785-238-2998. 

Please pray for the Catechumens and Candidates from 
our parish participating in the Rite of Sending at Mass 
and the Rite of Election at the Sacred Heart Cathedral in 

Salina on March 16. 
 

WHAT IS THE OCIA RITE OF SENDING? 
Across the entire world, Catholic Bishops on this first 
Sunday of Lent will welcome those sent by the parish to 
gather together with their godparents and sponsors in 
what is known as the Rite of Election and the Call to 
Continuing Conversion. The Rite of Sending, ordinarily 
held earlier on the same day, offers the parish communi-
ty an opportunity to acknowledge the spiritual progress 
the catechumens and candidates have made, express ap-
proval of their election or recognition, and send them 
forth to our bishop with assurance of the parishôs care 
and support. To send a catechumen or candidate to the 
bishop means that a parish has discerned that the person 
is ready to enter the Catholic Church. In Sacred Scrip-
ture, the Book of Revelation makes reference to a ñBook 
of Life,ò in which are written the names of those who 
have chosen to follow the Lord Jesus and be baptized. 
Those who are already baptized, as Catholics or in other 
denominations, had our names written in the Book of 
Life at our Baptism. In this Rite, those preparing for 
Baptism are invited to come forward and sign a book, 
which we call the ñBook of the Elect,ò as a sign of their 
desire to be numbered among the chosen of God. 
 
WHAT IS THE OCIA RITE OF ELECTION? 
This Rite marks a key moment. For the catechumens, 
this Rite Signifies that they have been called by Christ 
and attest to the reality that only those mystically 
claimed by Christ will enter Heaven. St. John writes, ñIf 
anyoneôs name was not found written in the book of life, 
he was thrown into the lake of fireò (Rev 20:15). 
Throughout the RCIA process catechumens should have 
become increasingly involved with the parish communi-
ty. The community, with godparents representing the 
parish, will wholeheartedly acclaim the participantsô 
readiness. It is appropriate for the bishop to recognize 
them because he is a sign of unity of the particular 
Church, and it is the parish communityôs responsibility 
to bring those in RCIA into fullness of the life of the 
Church. The godparents give public testimony about the 
catechumens. The godparentsô role is very significant; 
they represent the community and are asked during this 
Rite to make serious statements about the catechumens. 
The decision of an RCIA participant to go through this 
Rite means that the judgment and decision-making (of 
both the catechumen and the parish) about whether to 
enter the Catholic Church has ended. From this point 
forward, they are no longer catechumens but are called 
the ñelect.ò They have been chosen to enter the final pe-
riod of preparation for initiation, and called by the bish-
op, their shepherd, to the holy mysteries to be celebrated 
that Easter. 

JR CYO 
The next Jr. CYO meeting is 
March 22 at 6:30 pm in  

Building C. Youth grades 5-8 
are welcome! 



SCHOOL STAFF 
Principal 

Shawn Augustine 
     principal@saintxrams.org 
School Business Administrator 
Carol Tomson 
     business-admin@saintxrams.org 
Office Administrative Assistant 
Diane Briestensky-Leonard  
    office@saintxrams.org 

School Council President 
Amanda Fields 
     fields@saintxrams.org 

PTO President 
Chari Smith 
     Chari.smith1@gmail.com 

School Auction 
The St. Francis Xavier School Auction is a 
little over a month away. This week you 
will receive an auction mailing that  
includes an informational letter, donor and 
seating forms, information on this yearôs 
ñitemless itemò, and raffle tickets. There is a return  
envelope to place all forms and money in to send to the 
school office. Please contact the school at 785-238-2841 
if you have any questions.  
We look forward to having you at this event! 
 

Coaching Opportunities 
St. Francis Xavier School has MS and HS volleyball 
coaching positions available for the 2025-2026 school 
year. If you are interested, please contact the school office 
at 785-238-2841 or send email to  
princical@saintxrams.org.  Shawn Augustine 

                    ST. FRANCIS XAVIER SCHOOL 
                Eˍucaˢ˔nʐ f˛ʞ eɾˏˠ˚iˢʦ ˁ˓r˛uʱʑ fˉiˁʑ ˉnʋ ɼeas˛ʘ. 

School Office Hours:   
Mon-Fri: 7:50am - 3:50pm 

785-238-2841 

 

SPECIAL 
REQUEST 

 
 
 
The Auction Committee is seeking donations for the 
Drink & Dine Pull that will be part of this yearôs     
auction festivities. Share a bottle of your favorite wine 
or liquor with a lucky winner! Items can be dropped 
off at the school office. 

Prospective 

families       

interested in 

Pre-K through 

12th grade for 

the 2025-26 

school year are invited to experience St. Francis Xavier 

Catholic School during an open house event from 

5:00pm to 7:00pm on March 31st.  The evening will 

include a BBQ dinner with current St. Xavier families, 

a question-and-answer session with Principal           

Augustine, and a campus tour to meet staff and         

students.                                                                      

Call the school office to RSVP at (785) 238-2841Φ 

 
 
 
Stay up to date with the latest school information by 
viewing the March newsletter on the St. Francis       
Xavier School webpage at www.saintxrams.org or 
pick up a printed copy at the back of the Church. 



¢íÿÙ ÀĀÓ ¢ÀúÙĀġ zġÙĲÀĖÓĚëíē zÎëÙÓĥúÙ 

ʵʹ˖ʵʺ _ÀĖÎë
ʶʴʶʹ 

zÀġĥĖÓÀĴˋ 
ʵʹ _ÀĖÎë ʶʴʶʹ 
ʹˊʵʹ ēÿ 

zĥĀÓÀĴˋ 
ʵʺ _ÀĖÎë ʶʴʶʹ 
ʼˊʴʴ Àÿ 

zĥĀÓÀĴˋ 
ʵʺ _ÀĖÎë ʶʴʶʹ 
ʽˊʷʴ Àÿ 

zĥĀÓÀĴˋ 
ʵʺ _ÀĖÎë ʶʴʶʹ 
ʵʵˊʴʴ Àÿ 

Lector John Triplett Cindy Lamberty Kristina Coffman Margie Langas 

Extraordinary  
Ministers 

Mike Rhodes 
Deacon Ed 
Diane Ussery 

Maureen Gustafson 
Mary Kuttler 
Deacon Ed 

Kristy Haden 
Amber Davis 
Deacon Ed 

Ricardo Gutierrez 
Jammie Corona 
Sandra Leistner 

Gift Bearers Wagner Family Jacob Beavers Family Veniegas Family Weigel Family 

Altar Servers 
1st - John Wagner 

2nd - Evangeline Wagner 
1st - Lucas Liebau 
2nd - Landree Liebau 

1st - Kim Davis 
2nd - Veronica Ellis 

1st - Janis Curit 
2nd - Charles Weigel 

Musician  
and Cantor 

Sandi Adams 
Barbie Campbell 

Anita Hernandez 
Diane Heerman 
Jesse Peschon 

Mary Guttieri 
Choir 

Mary Guttieri 
Barbie Campbell 
Ivelis Becker 

Ushers 

Shar Boland 
Jodean Tieyah 
Teddy Tieyah 
George Heard 

Pat Beavers 
Angela Beavers 
Richard Striggow 
Neal Patry 

Don Haffner 
Karen Eddy  
Bob Catalo 

Connie Backhus 

Mary Ann Vieyra 
Paul Rosell 

Josh Lichtensteiger 
Humberto Cruz Correa 

March Tithing 
Counters 

Shar Boland, Murlene Jones, Annemarie Charland 

     Congratulations to our teacher of the 
month, Mrs. Remily! Mrs. Remily is praised 
by parents for her great communication, re-
sponsiveness to questions, and patience with 
all students. She spends a great deal of time 
outside of the school day grading, preparing 
class lessons and helping out with school and 
parish committees and activities. Her dedica-
tion to St. Xavier is a superb example for all 
Catholic school teachers. Wonderful job, Mrs. 
Remily! 
     The middle school student of the month is 
8th grader, James Englert. James is an intelli-
gent, caring individual who looks out for oth-
ers. He maintains a good attitude and works 
hard to keep his grades up. James has grown 

during his time at St. Xavier, and his teachers look forward to seeing him continue to make great strides. 
Way to go James!  
     Freshman Irelyne Smith has been chosen as the high school student of the month. Irelyne works hard and 
does well academically. She has gone outside of her comfort zone this school year getting involved in new 
activities such as FBLA and Forensics. Teachers say it has been wonderful to see Irelyne continue to grow 
and succeed. Nice job, Irelyne! 

 

Join the St. Xavier K-4 students for the elementary spring program featuring ASL, vocal, 
and instrumental performances. The concert will be held on Tuesday March 11th at 

6:30pm in the school gymnasium. All are welcome to attend! 



785-761-8234              785-761-5127 

Bulletin articles or notices must be submitted by noon 
on Wednesdays for the following weekend.   
Please submit to office@saintxparish.org 

Sign up for bulletins sent directly to your email weekly 
at www.saintxparish.org on the home page. 

 

SUPPORT OUR 
SPONSORS! 


