
 S T. F R A N C I S  X AV I E R P
We are home for the Roman Catholic family of Geary County, 

forming missionary disciples according to the 

Eucharistic Heart of Jesus Christ. 

PARISH MINISTRIES 
Circle I 

Wanita Hulett, Pres. 
    785-238-8656 

Circle IV 
Shirley Allen 
    785-375-7305 

Prayer Chain 
Frannie Torrez 
    915-497-4570 
Living Water Ministries 

Sandy Leistner 
    Kurtandsandy@outlook.com 

Respect Life Ministry 
Janet Hahn 
    gunsmith@twinvalley.net 

CALLED 
Cayley Sutton 
    785-307-4164 

HS SPARK/JR. CYO 
Sharon Engstrom 
    785-210-7729 
    engstromstx@gmail.com 
Amber Davis 
    amber@saintxparish.org 
CHRISTIAN SERVICE 

Mary Ann Vieyra 
     785-375-9906 

LITURGICAL  
COORDINATORS 

EMHC/Ushers/Altar Servers/ 
Gift Bearers/Lectors 

Mary Guttieri 
    liturgy@saintxparish.org 
Arts and Environment 

Ellie Dillon  (Weddings) 
   ellie.dillon@ymail.com 
Ellen Westerhaus (Funeral) 
    jwesty1@cox.net 

Music 
Katie Wiley (Scheduling) 
   wileyk@saintxrams.org 

Rosary Group  
Colleen Henney   785-238-2618 

Adoration 
Annemarie Charland  
   785-238-2998 
Sr. D.J. Rak     
   785-492-0856 

Spanish Ministry 
Ricardo Gutierrez  
   915-383-1869 
Sergio Rubio     787-384-7484 

PARISH OFFICE 
STAFF 
Pastor 

Father Peter OôDonnell 
    frpeterquest@yahoo.com 

Associate Pastors 
Father Vincent John CMI 
    frvincent@stmsalina.org 
Father Kade Megaffin 
  fr.kademegaffin@gmail.com 

Deacon 
Deacon Ed Souza 
   edsouza5861@gmail.com 

Parish Secretary 
Annemarie Charland 
    office@saintxparish.org  
    785-238-2998 

Evangelization  
Coordinator 

Amber Davis 
   amber@saintxparish.org 
Administrative Assistant 
Carol Tomson 
    Business-   
    admin@saintxrams.org 

FOUNDATION/
COUNCILS 

St. Francis Xavier Parish 
Foundation 

Larry Schmidt 
    785-375-4693 
 

Parish Council 
Don Haffner, President 
    dahaffner@cox.net 

 

Finance Council 
Bill Cook, President 
    wjc215@cox.net 
    785-307-0853 
 

School Council 
Amanda Fields, President 
    fields@saintxrams.org 
 

Knights of Columbus 
Grand Knight:   
Ray Felix 
    felix793@hotmail.com 
 

 Boy Scout Troop 41: 
bsatroop41@cox.net  
    785-210-5568 

HOLY MASS 
Saturday:  Vigil Mass at 5:15 pm 
Sunday:  8:00, 9:30 and 11:00 am 
      Spanish Mass 4:00 pm 
Weekdays:  Tues & Wed - 5:30 pm 
     Thurs - 8:00 am      Fri - 8:30 am 
 

These are our regular Mass times.  Please refer to 
daily Mass schedule inside on Page 2 for any 
changes to Mass times for this week. 

 

ADORATION OF THE  
BLESSED SACRAMENT 

Tuesday: 6:00 pm Tues - 1:00 am Wed  
Thursday: 8:30 am to 8:00 pm 
Friday:  9:00 am to 2:00 pm 
First Saturday:  8:30 am to 12:00 pm 
 

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE 
Tuesday:  6:00 pm following Mass 
Friday:  9:00 am following Mass 
Saturday:  4:00 - 5:00 pm 

 

You may also contact the Parish Office to set an 
individual appointment with Father. 

    218 N. Washington St., Junction City KS  66441                    200 N. Washington St., Junction City KS  66441 
    Parish Office 785-238-2998   www.saintxparish.org             School Office: 785-238-2841  www.saintxrams.org 

, 2025 

The Epiphany of the Lord 
             04 Jan 2026 



PARISH WEEKLY CALENDAR                            

Date Liturgy Times Mass Intention Parish Events  

Sunday  
04 Jan 2026 

8:00 am 
9:30 am  
11:00 am 
4:00 pm 

Holy Mass 
Holy Mass 
Holy Mass 
Santa Misa 

À Jim & Loretta Fultz 
À Vernon Hecker 
À Patty Rosell 
All souls in Purgatory 

 

Monday 
05 Jan 2026 

 No Mass  Liturgy Committee, 4:30 pm, OLPH 
Boy Scouts mtg, 7:00 pm, Bldg C 

Tuesday 
06 Jan 2026 

5:30 pm Holy Mass À Bill Mayes Confessions after Mass (Fr. Kade) 
Adoration 6:00 pm to 1:00 am Wed 
Knights mtg, 7:00 pm, Knights Hall 

Wednesday  
07 Jan 2026 

5:30 pm Holy Mass À Clyde William Gardner Adult choir practice 6:00 pm 
St. Xavier Menôs Group, 6:30 pm, OLPH 
Religious Education, 6:30 pm, Building C 
     Parent mtg 1st Communion, PMR 

Thursday 
08 Jan 2026 

8:00 am Holy Mass All souls in Purgatory Menôs SOS Group, 6:15 am, Knights Hall 
Adoration 8:30 am - 8:00 pm 
Circle IV mtg, 7:00 pm, OLPH 

 Friday 
09 Jan 2026 

8:30 am Holy Mass St. Xavier School Senior Class Womenôs Prayer Group via zoom, 6:30 am 
Confessions after Mass (Fr. Kade) 
Adoration 9:00 am - 2:00 pm 

Saturday 
10 Jan 2026 

5:15 pm Holy Mass À Jennie LaRosa Confessions 4:00-5:00 pm (Fr. Peter) 

Sunday 
11 Jan 2026 

8:00 am  
9:30 am  
11:00 am 
4:00 pm 

Holy Mass 
Holy Mass 
Holy Mass 
Santa Misa 

People of our parishes 
À Magdalene Caspar 
À Walter Douthit 

Bible Study 9:30 am, Rm 239 
OCIA, 1:00 pm, Rm 239 

PMR - Parish meeting room          OLPH - Our Lady of  
À - Deceased                                     Perpetual Help Room 

From the Pastor: 
Happy New Year to you all!  
 

Regarding the new secretary position for the parish, I have an interview this week, and then after that 
a decision will be made of who we hire. Then Annemarie will train the new person. 
 

Given the water damage to the gym floor from last September, weôre getting closer to finalizing a 
plan about how to proceed on that project ï working with the insurance company and others who are 
involved. 
 

A new project on my mind has been how to upgrade signs for our church and school. Interior and  
exterior signs. For example, when someone drives into the main entrance from 3rd Street, itôs unclear 
where to go. While those who are regulars are familiar with the purpose of each building, I bet there 
are ways for us to appeal to guests and newcomers much more intentionally. Stay tuned for some  
ideas along these lines. Let me know if you have some ideas or suggestions.  
 

Fr. Vincent will be on vacation to India from January 5th until February 12th. Itôs a chance for him to 
connect with family and with his religious community there.  
 

Iôll be preaching at all the Masses next weekend. Iôm preparing a statement about the future of St. 
Xavierôs School as well as a plan of action. The goal is to work with you all to envision a compelling 
approach that inspires new energy for our church and school. Stay tuned for more information next 
weekend as well as in the weeks that follow.  
                   Fr. Peter 



Weekly Tithing 

   Monthly Tithing Goal:      $51,000.00 
   December collections to date:      $60,703.67 

   Amount OVER goal:                                  $  9,703.67 
 

   December 2025 G&D collected to dateéé$11,239.00 

Thank you for your generosity  
and support! 

Weekly Giving Dollars 

Weekly Online Giving  $748.07 

Weekly Envelopes/Loose Plate $7,162.79 

Weekly Childrenôs Tithing $20.00 

Immaculate Conception $90.00 

Christmas $6,893.05 

Religious Retirement (not included) $110.00 

Total for 27/28 Dec $14,913.91 

Please pray for the needs and intentions of the  
following: 
  

Mary Baker          Julie Taylor            Linda Pollock        
Josyl Ogo          Francis Jones         Pat Dolan            
David Russell       Judith Wilson         Buz Bruzina         
Ingrid Blesmer      Natalie Roemer     Tiffany Escobar      
Andrea Doty         Trevor Clark          Colton Weeks         
Tracy Altubalil     Janet Holcomb       Bob Bramlage        
Robert Hull       Jacob Thompson    Marci Keating      
Antonio Dickerson    Michael Copenhaver 
Brenda Van Hoesen 
Watch, dear Lord, with those who wake or watch or 
weep, and give your angels charge over those who sleep. 
Tend the sick, rest the weary, Bless the dying, soothe the 

suffering. Amen. 
To add or remove a name on the prayer list, please call  

Annemarie at 785-238-2998. 

OUR LADY OF FATIMA  
Interested in hosting the statue of Our Lady of  
Fatima? Please contact Colleen Henney at  
785-238-2618. 
 

Schedule: 
1/4 - Janet Hahn 

1/11 - Sr. D.J. & Diane Ussery 
1/18 - Colleen Henney 

1/25 - Ricardo & Mary Ann Vieyra 

 
 

 
 

Youôre invited to join  
thousands of Catholics  

nationwide in prayer for the 
protection of human life  
during a special novena 
called 9 Days for Life.  
Visit 9daysforlife.com to 
sign up to receive daily  
prayers from January 16th 
through the 24th.  

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
 

SCHEDULE 
1/7 - Class/Parent Meeting First Communion 
1/14 - Class/Parent/Sponsor Meeting  
    Confirmation 
1/21 - Class 
1/28 - NO CLASS - Catechist Formation 
 

**Please contact the Parish Office to  
register for RE classes  
or sacramental prep. 

2026 tithing envelopes have been moved to the  
parish office. Please stop by Monday-
Thursday 9am-3pm, or email  
office@saintxparish.org to pick up, or 
ask for a non-labeled box if youôve not 
signed up, yet! 

Poinsettia Pick Up 
If you provided a poinsettia(s) for the memorial 
trees, you may pick yours up after the Spanish 
Mass on Sunday, January 4 from 5:30-7:00 pm 
or Monday, January 5 from 8:00 am to 4:00 pm. 
 
Please only take from the trees behind the altar. 
The others need to stay for weekend Masses. 
THANK YOU for the support of these  
decorations, and we hope you enjoy them in your 
home! 

OCIA 
As we celebrate the Baptism of the Lord, let us  

recall our own Baptism. We have all received the 

call to go and baptize all nations. Pray for those 
who are considering if they too are ready to  

renounce Satan and all his works and empty  

promises. If there is someone you think would like 

to explore what Baptism in the Catholic faith 
means, please contact Amber at the Parish Office 

for more information at 785-238-2998. 

http://9daysforlife.com/


Father Vincent had his 25th priestly  
Ordination on Friday, December 26! 

The Epiphany of the Lord 
 

Epiphany in Greek means ñmanifestationò. In the West, the 
visit of the Magi is celebrated as the event through which the 
Lord was ñmanifestedò to the pagans and, therefore, to the 
world. In the Eastern Church, the accent for this solemnity is 
on the Trinitarian ñmanifestationò during the Baptism of Jesus 
in the River Jordan. While what is central on Christmas is the 
birth of the Child Jesus, on Epiphany, what is highlighted is 
that this poor and vulnerable Child is King and Messiah, the 
Lord of all the earth. With Epiphany, Isaiahôs prophecy is  
fulfilled, as can be discerned through the first reading: ñRise up 
in splendor, Jerusalem! Your light has comeò (Is. 60:1ff). Itôs 
as if the liturgy is saying ï donôt cut yourselves off, donôt give 
up, donôt remain prisoners of your ñconvictionsò, donôt be  
demoralized, react, ñlift up your eyesò! Like the Magi, observe 
ñthe starò and you will find ñthe star, Jesusò.  
 

Epiphany not only manifests Jesus, the Son of God, but also 
reveals our hearts. It shows us that the Savior can be welcomed 
(as happened with the shepherds and the Magi) and rejected (as 
happened with King Herod). Letôs not hide the fact that there 
are aspects of ñthe magiò and aspects of ñKing Herodò in each 
of us. Thereôs a part of us already ready to set out on the  
journey, to know and understand, to grow and improve, to  
surpass ourselves. But there is also a Herod always ready to 
destroy our dreams and hopes. A Herod, always ready to  
massacre, lurks behind our desire for what is good, beautiful 
and right, not wanting us to find ñthe Childò who can change 
our lives. The Magi teach us that life is a journey and that we 
are invited to live it as Jesus did, while the ñHerodsò of this 
world delude and flatter us into believing that success and  
power are necessary in order to exist. 
 

https://www.vaticannews.va/en/liturgical-holidays/solemnity-of-the-
epiphany-of-the-lord.html 

COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIPS 
Great news for students in the Diocese of Salina! There are 
three scholarship opportunities available for the 2026-2027 
school year. The application process is online and opened 
on Nov. 1, 2025.  Students are encouraged to apply by 
March 1st, 2026 at givecfds.org/scholarships.   

¶ Monsignor Clement A. Kruse Scholarship - Applicant must 
be an active registered member of a Catholic   parish in the 
Diocese of Salina. These scholarships are approximately 
$500.  

¶ Marymount Memorial Educational Trust Scholarship -   
Applicant must be attending an accredited Catholic College 
as a full-time student and an active registered member of a 
Catholic parish in the Diocese of Salina. These scholarships 
vary but ranged from $1,000-$3,000. 

¶ Susie Deges Scholarship - This scholarship is specifically 
for high school seniors in the diocese who are active in their 
local CYO (Catholic Youth Organization). This scholarship 
is $1,000. 

TOGETHER IN HOLINESS (SAVE 
THE DATE). REGISTRATION IS 

NOW OPEN! 
 

Join us at the first annual Together in  
Holiness marriage enrichment conference 
in the Diocese of Salina on Saturday, April 
18, 2026, from 9:45 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. at  
Immaculate Heart of Mary Catholic 
Church in Hays. Whether you are newly 
married or celebrating a milestone  

anniversary this year, Together in Holiness 
is the perfect pause from the busyness of 
everyday life so you can rediscover the 
beauty of the sacrament of marriage. For 
more information and all the details on this 

conference, go to https://
forlifeandfamily.org/events/th26-slks/  



MINISTRY SCHEDULER OFFICE HOURS 
For St. X liturgical ministers who would like a 
little help navigating our new MSP online  
scheduling system, Mary Guttieri will have  
Office Hours following the weekend liturgies 
January 3-4 and Jan 17-19. Please come to the 
Parish Office - and bring your laptop or smart 
phone. If these times do not work for you, email 
Mary at liturgy@saintxparish.org to set up a 
time. 

KANSAS MARCH FOR LIFE - The Kansas 
March for Life will be held at the Topeka  
Performing Arts Center on Wednesday, January 
28th, 2026. Please join us! Go to https://kfl.org/
marchforlife/ for more information. 

TAX CREDIT SCHOLARSHIP 
 

Support Catholic Education in the Salina Diocese and 
receive a 75% State Tax Credit! The Scholarship 
Granting Fund for the Catholic Diocese of Salina is 
accepting donations and is able to offer a 75% tax 
credit. Please email Heather Hartman, Chief  
Executive Officer for the Catholic Foundation 
heather.hartman@salinadiocese.org.   
 
For the 2526 school year, approximately $90,000 was 
awarded to schools for 120 qualifying students in the 
Salina Diocese. These funds go directly to help with 
the cost of education for the qualifying student. 
 
Example - Bob has an upcoming 2025 KS State  
Income tax obligation of $750. Top fulfill this  
obligation, he can EITHER: 1. Write a check to the 
KS Dept of Revenue in the amount of $750 or 2. 
Write a check to the Scholarship Granting Fund for 
the Diocese of Salina for $1,000, receive a ñKS Tax 
Credit Certificateò to fulfill 100% of Bobôs 2024 KS 
Income Tax obligation. 



SCHOOL STAFF 
Principal 

Shawn Augustine 
     principal@saintxrams.org 
School Business Administrator 

Carol Tomson 
     business-admin@saintxrams.org 
Office Administrative Assistant 

Marissa Williams 
     office@saintxrams.org 

School Council President 
Amanda Fields 
     fields@saintxrams.org 

PTO Presidents 
Chari Smith and Mary Perez      
     Chari.smith1@gmail.com 
     Maryecperez@gmail.com 

FROM THE PRINCIPALôS DESK 
Catholic Schools Month January is Catholic Schools  

Month. Catholic education is the framework that builds a 

well-rounded student in body, mind, and spirit. Daily  

exposure to lessons in the Catholic faith is important to  

developing a strong religious foundation for children. This 

is all made possible by our highly qualified St. Francis  

Xavier staff whose passion is to teach students and help 

them grow, both spiritually and academically. I am blessed 

to work with such an amazing staff carrying out this  

mission. I appreciate the energy and encouragement that 

they bring to our students and ask that you keep them in 

your prayers as we begin the 2nd semester of the school 

year. May God continue to bless them for saying yes to 

working for a Catholic school and to providing a Catholic 

education that prepares students for the future and keeps 

them rooted in their Catholic faith. 

       -Shawn Augustine 

                    ST. FRANCIS XAVIER SCHOOL 
                Eˍucaˢ˔nʐ f˛ʞ eɾˏˠ˚iˢʦ ˁ˓r˛uʱʑ fˉiˁʑ ˉnʋ ɼeas˛ʘ. 

School Office Hours:   
Mon-Fri: 7:50am - 3:50pm 

785-238-2841 

St. Xavier School Weekly Events 

EVENT DATE TIME LOCATION 

Professional  
Development 

1/5/26  St. Xavier 
School 

School Resumes - 
2nd Semester 

1/6/26  St. Xavier 
School 

Chess Club Meeting 1/7/26 3:30 pm St. Xavier 
School 

Varsity Scholars 
Bowl 

1/8/26 4:15 pm Cair Paravel  

The second semester begins 

soon. Enroll your PreK-12 

student today and  

experience the safe,  

welcoming, faith filled 

learning environment that sets St. Francis  

Xavier School apart. Pick up an enrollment 

folder in the gathering area of the church to get 

registered today! 

Join the students of St. Francis 
Xavier School in collecting  
non-perishable food items for 
the annual Tackle Hunger Food 
Drive. The food drive begins 
January 5th and continues 
through January 30th when  

donations will be delivered to the Geary County 
Food Pantry. Donations can be brought to the 
school office Monday-Friday from 7:50am-
3:50pm. Help us reach our goal of 2,100 items!  



µ88W8`2 ¢íÿÙ ÀĀÓ ¢ÀúÙĀġ zġÙĲÀĖÓĚëíē zÎëÙÓĥúÙ 

ʵʴ˖ʵʵ VÀĀ
ʶʴʶʺ 

zÀġĥĖÓÀĴˋ 
ʵʴ VÀĀ ʶʴʶʺ 
ʹˊʵʹ ēÿ 

zĥĀÓÀĴˋ 
ʵʵ VÀĀ ʶʴʶʺ 
ʼˊʴʴ Àÿ 

zĥĀÓÀĴˋ 
ʵʵ VÀĀ ʶʴʶʺ 
ʽˊʷʴ Àÿ 

zĥĀÓÀĴˋ 
ʵʵ VÀĀ ʶʴʶʺ 
ʵʵˊʴʴ Àÿ 

Lector Kathy Triplett Delores Vollenweider SPARK Janet Hahn 

Extraordinary  
Ministers 
(É - Choir loft) 

Eric Page 
Mike Rhodes 
Don Wilson 

Kellie Boeh 
Mike Boeh 

Maureen Gustafson 

Eric Page 
Randy Testa 
Deacon Ed 
Brenda Dacus 

Jessica Breidenstein 
Margie Langas 
Deacon Ed 
Mario Langas 

Gift Bearers Engstrom Family Coffman Family SPARK Douthit Family 

Altar Servers 
1st - Hannah Nguyen 
2nd - Rowen Epperly 

1st - Lyla Liebau 
2nd - Lucas Liebau 

1st - SPARK 
2nd - SPARK 

1st - Grant Slough 
2nd - Elena Svoboda 

Musician  
and Cantor 

Jesse Peschon 
Barbie Campbell 

Anita Hernandez 
Pat Silovsky 
Diane Heerman 

VOLUNTEER 
Choir 

VOLUNTEER 
VOLUNTEER 

Ushers 

Teddy Tieyah 
George Heard 
Jodean Tieyah 
Shar Boland 

Cindy Lamberty 
Louis Rodriguez 
Josh Pittman 

Richard Gustafson 

Don Haffner 
SPARK 

Humberto Cruz Correa 
Paul Rosell 
Lamar Thomas 
Inga Klusa-Curit 

Jan Tithing  
Counters 

Shirley Allen, Annemarie Charland, Carolyn Cook 

THANK YOU to those who volunteer your time and talent to assist with the liturgies! Not  
involved yet, but looking to be?? Email liturgy@saintxparish.org to get involved today! 

Katie Wiley and the St. Xavier Children's Choir provided  
beautiful music for the 4pm Christmas Mass. Thank you for sharing 

your time and lovely voices with the parish.  



785-761-8234              785-761-5127 

Bulletin articles or notices must be submitted by noon 
on Wednesdays for the following weekend.   
Please submit to office@saintxparish.org 

Sign up for bulletins sent directly to your email weekly 
at www.saintxparish.org on the home page. 

 

SUPPORT OUR 
SPONSORS! 


